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Abstract 

This paper describes the development of a new IMO 
mandatory instrument for minimizing environmental 
and safety risks of ship recycling from 1998, when this 
problem was dealt with for the first time by the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), to July 
2007 when the last MEPC meeting (MEPC 56) was 
held.  
 The structure of the draft Convention is explained to-
gether with its draft guidelines and a number of key 
issues currently under discussion: application of the 
Convention to “inland waterway vessels”, “domestic 
ships” and “government owned ships”, development of 
the inventory of hazardous materials, relations with 
recycling facilities of non party States, etc. 
Finally, a timetable for the development of the Conven-
tion, as established by MEPC 56, is presented.  
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1. Introduction 

Ships, at some stage, reach the end of their operating 
life. The life cycle for most ships, from “cradle to 
grave”, gives a life span of operation of 20-25 years, or 
more. The steady withdrawal of older ships and their 
replacement by new tonnage is a natural commercial 
process which provides the opportunity for the introduc-
tion of safer and more environmentally friendly designs, 
greater operating efficiency and a general reduction in 
marine risk. 
In general, recycling is one of the basic principles of 
sustainable development. For the disposal of time ex-
pired ships there are few alternatives to recycling: 
1. conversion of the ships for other uses (storage facili-

ties, breakwaters or tourist attractions);  
2. scuttling, controlled by the London Convention (no 

opportunity for the steel and other materials and 
equipment in a ship to be recycled). 

So, recycling is, generally, the best option for all time-
expired tonnage. Furthermore, demand for ship recy-
cling is expected to rise in the near future as ships, par-

ticularly oil tankers, which do not conform to the new 
international requirements set by the MARPOL Con-
vention, reach the end of their commercial lives. In this 
context, while the principle of ship recycling is sound, 
the working practices and environmental standards in 
the recycling facilities often leave much to be desired. 
All these issues, together with the lack of specific pre-
scriptive requirements in the existing regulatory instru-
ments, led to the need to develop a new mandatory 
Convention, the “International Convention For the Safe 
and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships”.  
The purpose of this paper is to give an overview of 
matters related to the development of the new IMO 
Convention on Ship Recycling. The paper starts with a 
description of the background which led to the devel-
opment of the first draft. Then a brief description of the 
current draft Convention and its guidelines and a sum-
mary of the most crucial issues under discussion are 
given in sections 3 and 4. Section 5 contains the timeta-
ble approved by MEPC 56 which will culminate in the 
adoption of the “International Convention for the Safe 
and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships” by a 
Diplomatic Conference, expected to be held in April 
2009.  

2. Background to the development of the Inter-
national Convention For the Safe and Environ-
mentally Sound Recycling of Ships 

2.1 From MEPC 42 to the 24th Assembly 

The issue of ship recycling came to the attention of the 
IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee at its 
forty-second session (MEPC 42) in 1998. At MEPC 43 
it was generally agreed that IMO had an important role 
to play in ship recycling. In particular a central role in 
developing new requirements for the preparation of a 
ship before recycling, and a co-ordinating role towards 
other International Bodies (ILO and Basel Convention) 
involved in recycling matters.  
At MEPC 47 (March 2002), it was decided that IMO 
should develop a recommendatory instrument (guide-
lines) to be adopted by an Assembly resolution. The 
following documents were taken into account in the 
process of developing these guidelines:  
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1. Industry Code of Practice on Ship Recycling;  
2. Guidelines of the Basel Convention for ship recycling 

facilities; 
3. Guidelines of the International Labour Organization 

which address working conditions at recycling facili-
ties.  

The “IMO Guidelines on Ship Recycling” were final-
ized by MEPC 49 (July 2003) and adopted by the 
twenty-third session of the Assembly (December 2003) 
by resolution A.962(23). On 1 December 2005, at the 
twenty-fourth session of the Assembly, they were fur-
ther modified by resolution A.980(24). 
 

2.2 IMO Guidelines on Ship Recycling (A.962(23)) 

2.2.1  Guidelines 

The “IMO Guidelines on Ship Recycling” are addressed  
to all stakeholders in the recycling process, including 
administrations of ship building and maritime equip-
ment supplying countries, flag, port and recycling 
States, as well as intergovernmental organizations and 
commercial bodies such as shipowners, ship builders, 
repairers and recycling yards. 
The guidelines note that, in the process of recycling 
ships, virtually nothing goes to waste. The materials and 
equipment are almost entirely reused:  
1. steel is reprocessed to become, for instance, reinforc-

ing rods for use in the construction industry or corner 
castings and hinges for containers;  

2. ships' generators are reused ashore; 
3. batteries find their way into the local economy; 
4. hydrocarbons on board become reclaimed oil products 

to be used as fuel in rolling mills or brick kilns;  
5. light fittings find further use on land.  
Furthermore, new steel production from recycled steel 
requires only one third of the energy used for steel pro-
duction from raw materials. Recycling thus makes a 
positive contribution to the global conservation of en-
ergy and resources. 
However, the guidelines recognize that, although the 
principle of ship recycling may be sound, great attention 
must be paid to the working practices and environ-
mental standards in the yards. While ultimate responsi-
bility for conditions in the yards has to lie with the 
countries in which they are situated, other stakeholders 
must be encouraged to contribute towards minimising 
potential problems in the yards. 
In short, these Guidelines seek to: 
1. Encourage recycling as the best means to dispose of 

ships at the end of their operating lives; 
2. Provide guidance in respect of the preparation of 

ships for recycling and minimising the use of poten-
tially hazardous materials and waste generation dur-
ing a ship’s operating life; 

3. Foster inter-agency co-operation; and 
4. Encourage all stakeholders to address the issue of ship 

recycling. 
The guidelines are recommendatory. 

 

2.2.2  Green Passport 

The basic concept of these guidelines is to prepare the 
ship, so that the dismantling process can be carried out 
safely and the dangerous materials on board can be 
handled properly. For this purpose a document, the so-
called “Green Passport”, should accompany the ship 
through its operating life. This document should con-
tain: 
1. ship’s identification data; 
2. list of potentially hazardous materials used for the 

construction (reporting location and approximate 
quantity/volume); 

3. list of operationally generated wastes and stores, to be 
prepared prior to the final voyage to the recycling fa-
cility. 

The Green Passport should be prepared by the shipyard 
for new ships and by the shipowner for existing ships, 
while the shipowner is responsible for the updating 
during the ship’s life. 
For the inventory of potentially hazardous materials and 
wastes, 3 appendixes are attached to the guidelines 
containing: 
1. a list of hazardous wastes and substances; 
2. a list of potentially hazardous materials which may be 

on board ship; 
3. a model form of the inventory to be kept on board. 

2.2.3 Other requirements of the Guidelines on Ship 
Recycling

Shipbuilders are invited to limit hazardous materials in 
the construction of ships. Substances prohibited by 
international conventions such as: 
1. the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 

pollutants (POPs); 
2. the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 

Ozone Layer; 
3. the International Convention on the Control of harm-

ful Anti-fouling Systems; 
should not be used in the construction, refitting and 
repair of ships. 
The recycling facility should be selected according to its 
capability to recycle the ship in compliance with na-
tional legislation and with international Conventions. In 
particular the “Guidelines on Safety and Health in Ship-
breaking” developed by ILO and the Basel Conven-
tion’s “Technical Guidelines for the Environmentally 
Sound Management of the Full and Partial Dismantling 
of Ships” should be used as reference. 
The dismantling of the ship should be carried out ac-
cording to a Recycling Plan defined by the shipowner 
and by the recycling shipyard. The contract for disman-
tling should request the ship to be recycled according to 
the defined plan. 
Finally, before the ship is delivered for dismantling, it 
should be made safe by ensuring that: 
1. spaces are certified gas free as applicable; 
2. oxygen deficient spaces are clearly marked; 
3. areas with structural integrity problems are clearly 

identified; 
4. wastes on board are minimized or eliminated, depend-

ing on the capacity of the recycling shipyard to handle 
properly such wastes. 
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“Guidelines for the development of the ship recycling 
plan” were issued by Circular MEPC/Circ.419 dated 12 
November 2004. The guidelines give general advice on 
the methods and procedures that should be included in 
the plan and on the responsibilities for the development 
of such a plan. Moreover, they specify that the plan 
should comprise three main parts: 
1. a worker safety and health plan (SRP); 
2. an environmental compliance plan (ECP); 
3. an operational plan (OP); 
listing for each part the relevant aspects that should be 
included. 

2.3 From MEPC 53 to MEPC 56

In July 2005, the Marine Environment Protection Com-
mittee (MEPC 53) agreed that the IMO should develop, 
as a high priority, a new instrument on recycling of 
ships with a view to providing legally binding and glob-
ally applicable ship recycling regulations for interna-
tional shipping and for recycling facilities. 
The IMO Assembly in November-December 2005 con-
curred with the decision of MEPC 53 and adopted reso-
lution A.981(24) “New legally-binding instrument on 
Ship Recycling” requesting MEPC to develop a new 
instrument that would provide regulations for:  
1. the design, construction, operation and preparation of 

ships so as to facilitate safe and environmentally 
sound recycling, without compromising the safety and 
operational efficiency of ships; 

2. the operation of ship recycling facilities in a safe and 
environmentally sound manner; and 

3. the establishment of an appropriate enforcement 
mechanism for ship recycling, incorporating certifica-
tion and reporting requirements. 

In March 2006, MEPC 54 made progress in developing 
the draft text of a mandatory instrument. A Working 
Group on Ship Recycling was established to work on a 
draft text proposed by Norway. The proposed instru-
ment was made up by articles and an Annex with regu-
lations for safe and environmentally-sound recycling of 
ships, covering requirements for ships, requirements for 
ship recycling facilities and reporting requirements. 
A work plan for the further development of the Conven-
tion was agreed with a view to completing it in time for 
its consideration and adoption in the 2008-2009 bien-
nium. 
A correspondence group was established to carry out 
that task and to develop a provisional list of necessary 
guidelines with a view to reporting to MEPC 55 in Oc-
tober 2006. 
With the assistance of the correspondence group, the 
development of the Convention and of its guidelines 
continued at MEPC 55, at an ad hoc Intersessional 
Working Group (May 2007) and at MEPC 56 (July 
2007).    

3. Structure of the draft Convention 

3.1 Convention 

Presently, the Convention is only a draft, nevertheless 
it’s quite improbable that its structure will be changed in 

a substantial way.  The Convention’s structure can be 
described as follows (Fig. 1): 
The Convention’s preamble is followed by articles 
which establish the main legal mechanisms. In particu-
lar: 
1. Application (article 3): define the application field 

of the Convention: 
- applies to ships entitled to fly the flag of a Party 
- applies to ship recycling facilities operating un-

der the jurisdiction of a Party 
- does not apply to warships  
- does not apply to ships below 500 GT. However, 

Parties shall adopt measures ensuring that ships  
below 500 GT act in a manner consistent with the 
Convention, as far as reasonable and practicable 

- no more favourable treatment of non-Party ships 
2. Fundamental obligations of a Party (articles 5, 6): 

- Ensure compliance of its ships by survey and cer-
tification (article 5); 

- Ensure compliance of its ship recycling facilities 
by authorization (article 6). 

3. Fundamental rights of a Party (articles 7, 8): 
- To inspect ships in its ports (PSC) (article 8); 
- To be informed on the basis for the authorization 

of facilities (by other parties) (article 7). 
4. Comprehensive system for detection of violations 

and follow-up actions (articles 9,10): 
- Co-operation among Parties; 
- Investigation and gathering of evidence; 
- Initiate proceedings; 
- Information to Parties involved; 
- Establish sanctions which are adequate in sever-

ity to discourage violations of the Convention. 
These articles are followed by the Annex to the Conven-
tion which contains regulations divided into four chap-
ters: 
1. Chapter 1: general provisions.  
2. Chapter 2: requirements for ships. This chapter is 

further split into: 
- Part A on design, construction, operation and 

maintenance of ships;  
- Part B on preparation for ship recycling;  
- Part C on surveys and certification.  

3. Chapter 3: requirements for recycling facilities; 
4. Chapter 4; reporting requirements. 
At the moment there are 6 appendices: 
1. Appendix 1 - Control of hazardous materials: con-

tains the list of hazardous materials which are con-
trolled by the Convention; 

2. Appendix 2 - Inventory of hazardous materials: 
minimum list of items for the inventory of hazard-
ous materials; 

3. Appendix 3 - Form of the International Certificate 
on Inventory of Hazardous materials; 

4.  Appendix 4 - Form of the International ready for 
recycling Certificate; 

5. Appendix 5 - Form of the Authorization of Recy-
cling Facilities; 

6. Appendix 6 - Form of the Statement of Completion 
of Ship Recycling. 

In addition to the articles, the Annex (containing the 
regulations) and the Appendices, the Convention makes 

 3

http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=109


reference to a number of guidelines in order to grant 
uniformity in the application of the Convention’s provi-
sions and to provide a solution for the various technical 
matters that the application of the Convention may pro-
duce. 

3.2 Guidelines 

Even though at the last MEPC session (MEPC 56, 9-13 
July 2007) it was realized that the finalization of the 
guidelines could not take place until after the adoption 
of the Convention, a number of draft guidelines have 
already been developed and they can be considered a 
good starting point to make the Convention a complete 
and accurate instrument.  

3.2.1 Guidelines for the Inventory of Hazardous Mate-
rials  

These Guidelines provide recommendations for the 
development of the Inventory of Hazardous Materials in 
compliance with regulation 7 “Inventory of Hazardous 
Materials”. The Guidelines have been developed to give 
essential requirements to all the players concerned with 
development of the Inventory (e.g. shipbuilders, equip-
ment suppliers, repairers, owners of ships and ship man-
agement companies) for practical and reasonable devel-
opment of the Inventory. 
The Inventory aims at providing ship-specific informa-
tion on the actual hazardous materials on board the ship 
in order to protect safety and health of workers and 
prevent environmental pollution at the ship recycling 
facilities. 

3.2.2 Guidelines for Survey and Certification 

article 5 of the Convention prescribes that each Party 
shall ensure that ships flying its flag or operating under 
its authority and subject to survey and certification are 
surveyed and certified in accordance with the regula-
tions in the Annex of the Convention. The purpose of 
these Guidelines is to provide instructions for surveys 
and certification of ships under the Convention referred 
to in regulations 11 and 12 of the Annex of the Conven-
tion. These Guidelines assist Administrations and rec-
ognized organizations in the uniform application of the 
provisions of the Convention and shipowners, ship-
builders, suppliers, ship recycling facilities, as well as 
other interested parties to understand the process of 
surveys,  issuance and endorsement of the certificates. 
In short, the Guidelines provide the procedures for sur-
vey to ensure that a ship complies with the Convention, 
and those necessary for issuance and endorsement of an 
International Certificate on Inventory of Hazardous 
Materials and an International Ready for Recycling 
Certificate, both absolutely necessary for the disman-
tling of a ship in a recycling facility of a party State. 

3.2.3 Guidelines for Inspection of Ships 

IMO has established procedures for port State control 
through Resolution A.787(19) as amended by Resolu-
tion A.882(21). These procedures include all relevant 
IMO instruments. In addition each instrument has spe-
cific procedures required by the Instrument itself. The 
draft Guidelines for Inspection of Ships relevant to the 

Convention on Ship Recycling include the provisions of 
the Convention which are subject to port State control, 
procedures for inspections of ships required to carry the 
International Certificate on Inventory of Hazardous 
Materials and procedures for inspections of ships of 
non-party States. 

3.2.4 Guidelines for the Authorization of Ship Recy-
cling Facilities 

These Guidelines provide recommendations for a Party 
in establishing mechanisms for the Authorization of 
Ship Recycling Facilities. The Guidelines may also be 
useful for ship recycling facilities in establishing com-
pliant capability and preparing for the authorization 
process. article 6 of the Convention and the provisions 
contained in regulation 17 of the Annex to the Conven-
tion form the basis for these guidelines. 

3.2.5 Guidelines for Safe and Environmentally Sound 
Ship Recycling 

These Guidelines are to be used in conjunction with the 
related regulations in Chapter 3 of the Annex to the 
Convention, so as to assist ship recycling facilities, 
specifically, to implement them in a proper way.  
The objective of the guidelines is to improve ship recy-
cling facilities in order to reduce the risks to workers’ 
safety and environment. 

3.2.6 Guidelines for the Development of the Ship Re-
cycling Plan 

Regulation 9 of the Convention prescribes that a spe-
cific ship recycling plan must be developed by the recy-
cling facilities in consultation with the shipowner prior 
to any recycling of the ship can take place.  
The “Guidelines for the Development of the Ship Recy-
cling Plan” provide guidance for the preparation of a 
suitable ship recycling plan (SRP), as required in regu-
lation 9 of the Annex to the Convention. In particular 
these guidelines provide instruction for the development 
of the following plans constituting SRP:  
1. Worker Safety and Health Plan 

This plan provides a concise description of the Re-
cycling Facility’s plan and procedures for protect-
ing worker health and safety. The SHP should 
demonstrate that the safety and health programme 
supports the level of effort,   environmental compli-
ance and recycling and disposal procedures re-
quired for the project; 

2. Environmental Compliance Plan 
The Environmental Compliance Plan (ECP) serves 
as the primary basis for evaluating the degree to 
which the ship recycling facility: 
- understands the environmental risks associated 

with ship recycling and the environmental re-
quirements imposed by national and international 
laws and regulations; 

- can manage and dispose of all the materials used 
in the structure of the ship in an environmentally 
sound manner  

- implements controls to protect the environment. 
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3. Operational Plan 
The Operational Plan (OP) describes the technical 
approach to performing the work, showing the pro-
cedures to accomplish hazardous/regulated materi-
als handling during the cutting process, the step-by-
step method for recycling the vessel and the proc-
esses in place for assuring compliance with appli-
cable worker safety and environmental laws. 

4. Key issues currently under discussion 

The draft Convention on Ship Recycling is now under 
development and a number of key issues of great weight 
for the future achievement of the Convention are the 
subject of extensive discussions. The most significant 
key issues are listed and briefly described in the follow-
ing paragraphs. 

4.1 Application (article 3) –“ domestic ships” 

During debates on the development of the draft Conven-
tion it was at first agreed that domestically trading ships 
should not be excluded from the application of the Con-
vention, as this could create a loophole for some ships 
to avoid the requirements of the Convention. On the 
other hand it has been stressed that some countries have 
thousands of domestic and inland vessels which, if cov-
ered by the Convention, would impose a very heavy 
workload on the Administration. 
Subsequently, the problem was split into two different 
ones: 
1. Application of the Convention to inland waterway 

vessels; 
2. Application of the Convention to domestically trading 

ships. 
The first problem regards article 2 (definition of ship) 
and will be discussed in paragraph 4.2.  
With regard to point 2, at the last Intersessional Work-
ing group on Ship Recycling and at MEPC 56 Working 
Group on Ship Recycling the majority of the Delega-
tions agreed that the Convention should not apply to 
domestically trading ships. It was suggested inserting a 
relevant text in article 3.3 to exclude ships which exclu-
sively operated within a single Country and which are 
recycled within the same State. This possibility was 
supported by the fact that, in a State Party, reception 
facilities have to comply with the severe requirements 
of the Convention and consequently the scrapping of 
“domestic ships”, although excluded from the Conven-
tion, would be carried out in a safe and environmentally 
sound way in any case. No decision was taken and the 
group agree to further discuss the matter at its next ses-
sion.  

4.2 Definitions (article 2) – “Ship”  

As mentioned before, during debates on the develop-
ment of the draft Convention, intensive discussions took 
place on the definition of “ship”. Initially article 2.10 
defined a ship as a vessel operating in the aquatic or 
marine environment. Both words were written in square 
brackets thus including the possibility to bring inland 
waterway vessels under the application of the Conven-
tion. In fact, many of these vessels would not be ex-

empted from the application of the new Convention 
because of their size (more than 500 GT) or because of 
their trades, as such vessels often trade between more 
than one Country. It was argued that the safe and envi-
ronmentally sound recycling of this type of ship is a 
matter to be taken care of by the States concerned as 
part of their safety and land environment protection 
policy and is therefore considered not to be an issue for 
the Convention. Furthermore, inland waterway ships 
cannot sail overseas to a different recycling yard and 
are, for that reason, not part of the objective of the Con-
vention. These ships are normally recycled within the 
region that they operated in and are governed by the 
local rules for treatment of waste.  
Furthermore, inland waterway ships differ substantially 
from marine ships not only concept wise but also in 
terms of their regulations, certification and survey, and 
tonnage measurement (they have never sailed and do 
not sail under IMO Conventions), which also means that 
the different proposed regulations and articles of the 
draft Convention cannot be applied to them. 
Finally it was agreed to keep only the word marine in 
the definition and in this way to exclude inland water-
way vessels from the application of the new Conven-
tion, although some would have preferred  the same 
result to be achieved by amending article 3 (Applica-
tion). 

4.3 Implementation (article 13 bis)  

An extensive discussion concerns the introduction of a 
mandatory audit scheme for the Parties of the Conven-
tion to ensure full implementation of the Convention 
itself.  
IMO Legal Office identified the following potential 
problems in connection with article 13bis:  
1. the lack of precision in making a mandatory applica-

tion of “the general auditing scheme developed by the 
Organization”;  

2. the problem of maintaining the level of confidentiality 
called for; 

3. the creation of a mandatory enforcement mechanism 
over State-Parties with no clear consequence for fail-
ure to comply; and  

4. the awkward relationship that might develop between 
the Organization and its members if it is empowered 
to compel Parties to undergo a periodic audit. 

Moreover the audit scheme identified by article 13bis 
could interfere with the sovereign rights of the recycling 
State.  
The discussion regarding article 13bis contains two 
separate issues, namely whether the Convention needs a 
mechanism for uniform implementation and secondly 
whether article 13bis is the right mechanism. 
If the need for a mechanism of uniform implementation 
of the Convention was recognized, no alternatives to 
article 13bis were found. 
4.4 General Requirements (regulation 8 of the Annex)  

4.4.1 Recycling facilities of non-Party States 

The problem of recycling ships flying the flag of a Party 
State in recycling facilities of a State which is not Party 
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to the Convention (if it can demonstrate that it is capa-
ble of recycling ships in a safe and environmentally 
sound manner) was extensively discussed. 
 It was argued that the prohibition to recycle Party ships 
in non Party recycling facilities (ensuring their safe and 
environmentally sound recycling) would raise concerns 
about the availability of sufficient safe, environmentally 
sound recycling capacity, and thus could have the per-
verse effect of discouraging States with significant re-
cycling needs from ratifying the Convention.  
Furthermore allowing recycling of Party ships in safe 
and environmentally sound facilities of non-Party States 
would not be a disincentive for recycling countries to 
become Parties to the Convention. First, allowing recy-
cling at such facilities may encourage rival recycling 
facilities to upgrade in order to be eligible for that busi-
ness. Second, as individual facilities in a non-Party State 
qualify for the recycling of Party ships, that non-Party 
State may become more inclined to ratify the Conven-
tion. 
Moreover some concerns were expressed about the 
possibility that such a prohibition might be inconsistent 
with international trade rules. 
On the other hand, it was highlighted that the possible 
recycling of Party ships in non-Party reception facilities 
would lead to a fundamental change in the concept of 
the draft Convention and would affect a number of its 
articles and regulations.  
It was stated by Norway and supported by other that, if 
a future decision is taken by the Organization to estab-
lish a solution within the Convention for non-Party 
facilities which can demonstrate a standard according to 
the Convention, it would be necessary to ensure the 
following: 
1. specific conditions for the use of non-Party facilities; 
2. a legally robust regime; 
3. control mechanisms and transparency; and 
4. it must not be more favourable to be non-Party to the 

Convention. 

4.4.2 Precleaning 

The issue of hazardous substances removal is a central 
problem in the development of the draft Convention. 
During past discussions some stakeholders promoted the 
removal of hazardous substances in a developed Coun-
try prior to the arrival of the ship at the ship recycling 
facilities of a developing country. On the contrary, other 
stakeholders supported the removal of hazardous mate-
rials in the recycling facility where the dismantling of 
the ship will take place (removal of hazardous materials 
is only possible by the complete scrapping of the ship). 
A compromise was reached by forcing prior removal 
only if the recycling facilities are not authorized to han-
dle the hazardous materials identified in the inventory. 
Subsequently, the possibility to recede from the obliga-
tion to remove hazardous materials was acknowledged 
for recycling facilities when preparing the ship recy-
cling plan. 

4.5 Ready for Recycling (regulation 10 of the Annex)  

No draft text for regulation 10 “Ready for recycling” 
has yet been proposed. regulation 10 defines the ready 

for recycling criteria to be fulfilled in order to obtain the 
ready for recycling certificate. The ready for recycling 
certificate has to be issued prior to any recycling activ-
ity taking place. 
The issue of Ready for recycling was considered par-
ticularly important and any decision on this matter was 
postponed to the further development of Part C (Survey 
and Certification) of the Annex to the Convention. 
The complexity of sale processes for end of life ships is 
well known. It is felt, in light of the draft Convention, 
that the ready for recycling criteria may significantly 
impact upon these processes and increase liabilities and 
risks for stakeholders if due consideration is not given 
to the commercial realities of ship recycling in their 
formulation. 
For the Convention to be effective in the context of the 
global ship recycling market, any compliance mecha-
nism to enforce the ready for recycling concept must be 
proportionate, balancing the obligations of Parties under 
its provisions realistically. 

5. Timetable for the development of the Con-
vention 

MEPC 56 (9-13 July 2007) received the report of the 
Intersessional Working Group (May 2007) and estab-
lished, during its session, a Working Group to continue 
the development of the draft Convention and of the 
guidelines.  MEPC 56 also decided to establish a further 
Intersessional Working Group which will be held in 
France (January 2008) to further develop the draft Con-
vention in view of MEPC 57 (March – April 2008). 
During MEPC 57, an article-by-article and regulation-
by-regulation review of the draft Convention will take 
place. MEPC 57 also will recommend a date (probably 
April 2009) for holding a Diplomatic Conference for the 
adoption of the new Convention. This date will be en-
dorsed by IMO Council in June 2008. 
MEPC 58 (October 2008) will establish a Drafting 
Group for the finalization of the draft Convention and 
will circulate it for the Diplomatic Conference. 
The Diplomatic Conference will adopt the International 
Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound 
Recycling of Ships probably in April 2009. 
The above work plan can be summarized as follows: 

Table 1: Revised working plan  
ISWG January 2008 
MEPC 57 (WG) April 2008 
Council C100 June 2008 
MEPC 58 (DG) October 2008 
Diplomatic Conference April 2009 
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6. Figures  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1: Structure of the draft Convention 

7. Conclusions 

Although work is still in progress for the development 
of the Convention, a number of important key issues are 
currently under discussion.  
As shown before, these issues regard different aspects 
of the draft Convention and their solution is strictly 
connected with the future success of this new Instru-
ment. 
The main problem is to define rules able to gain unani-
mous consensus in order to avoid some countries, wor-
ried about the possible consequences of excessively 
binding rules on their economy, rejecting the Conven-
tion.   
The challenge is to avoid excessively binding standards 

that cannot be applied worldwide, ensuring at the same 
time, a substantial improvement in current recycling 
practices in order to obtain the safe and environmentally 
sound recycling of ships.  Preamble 
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